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PR companies strive to 
mainstream marijuana
TAYLOR SIMENTAL/OBSERVER
BY BRIAN COOK
Staff Reporter
Public relations fi rms across 
the country have begun working 
to change the public image of  
marijuana. 
Beverly Hills’ William Mor-
ris Endeavor Agency has been 
working with Cheryl Shuman, 
founder and CEO of  the Beverly 
Hills Cannabis Club, on possible 
fi lm, television, book and lectur-
ing tours to inform the public of  
everything a cannabis plant has 
to off er, from seed to sale point. 
“My body, my choice. And I 
choose cannabis,” Cheryl Shu-
man said in an interview with 
ATTN:. “I believe with educa-
tion and awareness, the majority 
of  Americans would agree with 
me. In fact, the majority already 
do. We are at a record high ap-
proval rating throughout the 
United States.”
While marijuana was legal-
ized in Washington under Ini-
tiative 502 in 2012, many state 
residents still feel that weed has a 
negative eff ect on society. 
Multiple reports of  children 
ingesting a THC edible have 
brought up big concerns in pa-
rental groups, such as the Wash-
ington Healthy Youth Coalition.
“Stories coming forth were 
coming from medical [prod-
ucts],” said Rob Hendrix, owner 
of  Cannabis Central and mem-
ber of  the Washington Cannabis 
Association. “All these horror 
stories originated from some 
form of  black market or some 
medical dispensary that virtu-
ally has no regulations attached 
to it.”
Appealing to kids is a big con-
cern of  the state’s Liquor and 
Cannabis Control Board.
I-502 regulates that all can-
dies have to be individually 
wrapped at a maximum of  10 
milligrams per serving. While 
at medical shops it’s possible to 
purchase a candy bar with up-
wards  of  500 milligrams.
“We are regulating, we are 
taxing and we are testing,” 
Hendrix said. “This is an adult 
use item. We actively hitch our 
wagon to the [Liquor Control 
Board] and we support that 
driving force. We don’t wanna 
appeal to kids at all.”
Part of  the reason pot has a 
negative image is its federal list-
ing as a schedule one drug. This 
means that the narcotic is highly 
addictive, a hallucinogenic and 
has zero medical benefi ts.
Despite this, Congress has 
advised the Veteran Association 
to start administering canna-
bis related products to veterans 
with PTSD, anxiety and sleep-
ing problems.
There has been support for 
more medical research with the 
hope that the results could pos-
sibly change views on cannabis 
and dispel myths surrounding 
the drug.
“Marijuana will be legalized 
around the globe and as accept-
ed as having a glass of  wine with 
dinner,” Shuman said.
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Student government 
ASCWU loses confidence in president
BY OBSERVER STAFF
Following Monday’s Associat-
ed Students of  CWU (ASCWU) 
meeting, board members have 
plans to move forward with the 
process of  a recall election of  
President Ryan Anderson, as laid 
out in the student government 
by-laws.
This decision was made af-
ter months of  dispute between 
ASCWU board members and 
Anderson, which dates back to 
November. The quarrel deals 
with Anderson overstepping his 
bounds as president and his lack 
of  involvement with staff, ac-
cording to letters written by of-
ficers and staff of  ASCWU.
“I don’t know how he expects 
to be our leader. We do not sup-
port him,” said Hauke Harfst, 
the BOD’s vice president of  
academic affairs, in an interview 
after the meeting. “Right now it 
just seems like he’s just trying to 
fight us to fight the fight.
The by-laws state that the 
board would need signatures to-
taling 75 percent of  the number 
of  students who voted in that of-
fice’s election, which would be 
around 1,200.
From there, an elections coor-
dinator must validate the signa-
tures. Then a hearing would be 
held by the Council of  Probity, 
which oversees ASCWU’s by-
laws and any disputes. According 
to the by-laws, it would be up to 
the council to vote whether to 
move forward. They would then 
hold a special election where a 
majority vote would dictate An-
derson’s future.
Anderson said in a phone in-
terview Tuesday that he plans to 
stay in office through this process.
“I’m still president until re-
called,” he said. “I still have the 
same duties I was elected to do.”
In a letter sent to Anderson 
on Feb. 1, the board asked their 
president to resign. “On numer-
ous occasions, Ryan Anderson 
has failed to fulfill the respon-
sibilities clearly outlined in the 
ASCWU Constitution and By-
Laws,” the letter said.
The letter stated that if  An-
derson chose not to resign, the 
board members would pursue 
further action. Anderson de-
clined to resign, and refuted 
their claims in a letter of  his 
own, which prompted the board 
to move forward with a vote of  
no confidence during Monday’s 
meeting, which passed 5-0.
This vote publically declares 
their lack of  confidence in An-
derson’s ability as president, but 
does not restrict his duties as 
president, both Anderson and 
the board said.
“It’s just a formal statement 
that they have no confidence in 
my ability to lead,” he said. “It 
divides the board now.”
Meeting quarrels
Monday’s meeting took place 
in front of  about 75 students, 
which was one of  the highest at-
tended meetings all year, student 
government officers later said.
During the latter half, the stu-
dent government read out loud 
two letters previously sent to 
Anderson in November and Feb-
ruary, which outlined their con-
cerns. The letters contained a list 
of  improvements they would like 
to see, including working collab-
oratively and not overstepping 
his duties.
After the vote, students pro-
vided feedback during a public 
comment period on the decision 
to call for Anderson’s resignation. 
Many students said they wanted 
to hear clear examples of  Ander-
son’s alleged shortcomings.
“In the letters that were read, 
I heard a lot of  reasons why they 
don’t want Ryan to be president 
anymore. I didn’t hear a lot of  
facts,” said Grace Helmcke, one 
of  the students attending the 
meeting. “I’m sure there are, but 
I would encourage all of  you, if  
this is to come to a recall vote, to 
ask for that to be made public so 
we can all make a better decision 
on that.”
Nina Caldwell told students 
the ASCWU can and will release 
the documents to the public on 
the issues with Anderson.
“We’re here for you,” 
Caldwell said. “We’re here for 
students.”
About 20 people talked dur-
ing the public comment portion 
of  the meeting; a majority of  the 
students were not in favor of  re-
calling Anderson.
Rene Mahnke said in an in-
terview after the meeting that 
they did not want to give defini-
tive examples because they did 
not want to tarnish Anderson’s 
reputation or go back and forth 
in a public argument.
To see the letters in full, check the 
Observer online at cwuobserver.com.
BY OBSERVER STAFF
Before he was even in office, 
Ryan Anderson, current Associ-
ated Students of  CWU (ASC-
WU) president, wanted Central 
to have an identity of  its own. 
“The ASCWU hopes to fos-
ter and nurture traditions here 
at Central that can help to es-
tablish a better sense of  belong-
ing to something that is greater 
than you,” Anderson was quot-
ed saying in a story that ran in 
The Observer. 
He also wanted to expand 
recycling on campus and create 
a composting program.
But whether or not any of  
these will be implemented will 
depend on if  he is voted out of  
office following Monday’s vote 
of  no confidence by the ASC-
WU student government board.
Anderson said he plans to 
fulfill all of  his duties while this 
process is underway. 
“Timeline wise, I don’t know 
what’s going to happen,” he 
said. “But I’ll keep doing what 
I’m doing.”
During Monday’s ASCWU student government meeting, the board held a vote of no confidence in President Ryan Anderson. It passed 5-0.
MCKENZIE LAKEY/OBSERVER
Troubled 
relationship 
comes to light in 
series of letters 
spanning months
Anderson’s 
legacy at 
Central, 
past goals
COURTESY OF CWU
RYAN MOFFAT/
OBSERVER
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Faculty feels the parking pain
BY LEXI POPICH
Staff Reporter
As it turns out, faculty mem-
bers have issues with parking too. 
In fact, faculty parking issues can 
cause more severe problems than 
a tardy. 
Teresa Sloan, a professor in 
the aviation department and crit-
ic of  Central’s parking, has had 
more than her fair share of  park-
ing horror stories.
“Last spring, I taught an 8 
a.m. class at the airport facility, 
and then needed to get to my of-
fice in Black Hall between 9:15 
and 9:30,” Sloan said. “By that 
time, there were no parking spac-
es available in the faculty parking 
lot.”
The full lots caused Sloan to 
get stuck parking far away with 
limited time.
“I, one time, had to park near 
the music building then run while 
carrying book bags filled with 
student work to get to Black Hall 
on time,” Sloan said. “The fol-
lowing morning, I woke up at 4 
a.m. with severe pain in my left 
arm. After spending a day at the 
hospital, it was determined that 
I had bursitis in my left shoulder 
from packing book bags from my 
car.”
While students seem to be the 
loudest voices in complaining 
about Central’s parking fiasco, 
faculty are speaking up too. Sloan 
mentioned in a Faculty Senate 
meeting on Feb. 3 that parking is 
an issue for faculty members and 
students in the aviation depart-
ment. 
“Due to construction, CWU 
has lost some parking space,” 
Sloan said. “While I do not have 
the actual numbers of  students 
enrolled at the CWU campus, 
I believe this number has been 
increasing at the same time the 
number of  available parking 
spaces has been decreasing.”
When Sloan talked to Park-
ing Services about this, she said 
she was told to get a handicap 
parking permit and to get a cart 
to hold her books instead of  car-
rying them. Sloan did purchase a 
cart to carry her books, but the 
wheel broke off due to the lack of  
ramps available on campus.
Students and faculty members 
alike are both late for classes on 
campus because of  how classes 
are scheduled and the added 
stress of  attempting to find a 
parking spot. 
Shari Foster, professor in the 
English department, recognizes 
that although faculty members 
have issues with parking, students 
have more issues.
Foster brought up the fact 
that when students are late to 
class due to lack of  parking they 
are reprimanded for being late, 
whereas when faculty members 
are late to class due to parking, 
they are not reprimanded be-
cause they hold the authority in 
the classroom.
Foster also mentioned that she 
runs into the same issue as stu-
dents with parking on campus: 
the sheer lack of  parking. 
“There should be designated 
parking for electric cars,” she 
said. Foster also said that there 
should be an overall increase in 
faculty and student parking. 
Sloan said she talked to Park-
ing Services and asked if  they 
could install more pathways and 
ramps for professors with carts. 
Parking Services said that they 
would consider it, but Sloan said 
“it never happened.”
“While I agree with this prin-
ciple, students usually aren’t 
packing materials for multiple 
people in several classes,” Sloan 
said. “While a tardy student is 
one thing, an instructor who is 
unable to make it to class due 
to parking issues inconveniences 
more than just the instructor.” 
Central’s Facilities Manage-
ment department is currently in 
the process of  revising the Cam-
pus Master Plan, which includes 
making revisions to parking on 
campus. It said it is not just look-
ing into increasing the number 
of  parking spots, but also chang-
ing the permits and usage of  the 
lots to better suit student and fac-
ulty needs. 
Providing specific feedback and sugges-
tions is key to the university’s ability to 
eliminate parking issues around cam-
pus. This feedback can be provided at 
www.cwu.edu/interactive-map or by 
tweeting @CWUfacilities. 
BRITTANY ALLEN/OBSERVER
Students, you aren’t 
alone – faculty 
share their parking 
horror stories
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DEAR READERS:
OBSERVER EDITORIAL
BY OBSERVER EDITORIAL 
BOARD
The funny thing about writ-
ing for a newspaper is, you con-
stantly ask yourself, “Is this all 
worth it?”
Some days it’s not. Some 
days it’s a battle to talk to any 
sources. Some days the key-
board fi ghts every stroke. Some 
days you receive angry emails, 
phone calls or letters.
Some days are good, but 
they’re mostly bad. Such is the 
life of  a journalist.
We’re not complaining or 
anything. It’s not like we were 
forced to do this. We under-
stand every profession has its 
quirks, and we get that we chose 
to pursue a liberal arts degree. 
(Well, most of  us).
But the one thing that both-
ers us more than anything is 
you, the reader. We always want 
to know what you think of  us. 
We crave your feedback, good 
or bad. We’d rather have a hun-
dred angry comments on our 
stories than no comments at all.
Basically, we just want to 
know if  you’re actually read-
ing this stuff . There’s nothing 
worse than knowing the story 
you worked so hard on is des-
tined to die in the deep caches 
of  Google’s 19th page of  search 
results. That the story you spent 
two weeks reporting on is now 
lining your neighbor’s hamster 
cage.
This week, the Associate 
Students of  Central Wash-
ington University (ASCWU) 
Student Government publicly 
declared that they had no con-
fi dence in their president, Ryan 
Anderson. This has never been 
done before on our campus.
And we were there for it. We 
reported on the details of  the 
meeting hours before it hap-
pened, and we did so with a 
lot of  luck, but even more dili-
gence. Our editors and report-
ers worked extremely hard to 
get the news out so that you, the 
students and our readers, would 
be informed.
At that meeting, more than 
75 of  you showed up. Maybe 
you showed up to protest. 
Maybe you showed up to sup-
port the ASCWU or President 
Anderson. Maybe you showed 
up because you walked through 
the SURC and happened to no-
tice a meeting taking place.
But we’re willing to bet at 
least some of  you showed up 
because of  our reporting. We’re 
willing to bet that some of  you 
have never attended an AS-
CWU meeting before. (In fact, 
Monday’s attendance shattered 
attendance of  these meetings 
all year. The average, ASCWU 
offi  cers later said, was about 10 
students.)
Even if  just one of  you came 
because of  us, then we did 
our job. The media is called 
the Fourth Estate for a rea-
son. We’re supposed to be the 
watchdogs for you, to inform 
you about what’s going on. And 
we did that. (We understand 
this is not like Watergate. Blame 
our professors for the repeated 
viewings of  “All the President’s 
Men” we were forced to sit 
through).
And this is all great. We want 
you to stay informed. We want 
you to ask questions. We want 
you to get pissed off  at us when 
we fuck up. And we want you 
to praise us when we do it right.
So, we ask you, reader and 
student, what is it you want 
from us?
This is hard – are we doing it right?
It’s okay: You can put your fucking phone down
Itʼs 2016 and weʼre still 
banning books?
I’m just going to come out 
and say it: I think banning books 
is the most ridiculous thing ever.
Why should a book, for ex-
ample Mark Twain’s “Tom Saw-
yer,” be banned for its use of  the 
n-word? Just because someone 
could get off ended, the entire 
book has to either be censored or 
thrown out altogether? 
“Tom Sawyer” was obviously 
not written in the modern age 
and is actually historically ac-
curate, given the social context. 
When this novel was written, it 
was socially appropriate to use 
the n-word.
I’m not saying it’s okay to say 
the n-word, but books should not 
be banned from schools because 
someone could get off ended.
It’s hard enough for people to 
even bother picking up a book 
today, with everyone owning a 
smartphone and social media 
being a priority over everything. 
Banning books that are classics 
and can teach people something 
really only hurts students.
These days, kids are exposed 
to so much more than what they 
might read in an assigned book 
that is contextually accurate. I 
think it’s time for people to stop 
being so overly sensitive about 
certain things and not about oth-
ers.
It’s good for children to read 
books like Mark Twain’s because 
they’re an easy history lesson that 
kids can understand. 
Some people argue to change 
the wording of  books, but what’s 
the point of  keeping them in the 
schools when you have already 
changed the context of  the story?
I’d rather the book be banned 
and read it at home than see 
some revised version that isn’t ac-
curate to the true story.
Students can learn more on 
their own with the original book 
than the edited version assigned 
in a classroom. 
The banning of  books in 
schools is a controversial subject 
and everyone has their own take 
on it, but taking something like 
books, especially classics, away 
from kids who already have a 
tough time opening up a book is 
detrimental to their education.
Students should be encour-
aged to learn more after reading 
books. Learning more about the 
era in which these books were 
written can help student become 
more culturally aware of  what 
the world was back then and how 
that shaped the world as it is to-
day.
Every day we place a per-
sonalized world into our back 
pockets. We toss it on our desk, 
drop it on the ground and lose it 
in the depths of  our backpack –
all while being trapped behind a 
lifeproof  case. 
Our phones are just a little 
piece of  technology inevitably 
neglected in one way or another, 
but our entire lives are wrapped 
up in them. 
However, they do allow us ac-
cess to virtually everything. We 
can see the world in real time 
through apps such as Periscope 
or read the news on Twitter the 
second it breaks. But we don’t. 
We fl ip to the front facing 
camera and look at ourselves. 
We care about likes and followers 
and what’s trending. We have the 
world at our fi ngertips but some-
how we isolate ourselves.
Our generation doesn’t seem 
to be surprised by much of  any-
thing either. There’s a constant 
stream of  information that we 
are exposed to coming from all 
across the globe, but what do we 
do with it? Nothing. 
We believe that we’ve seen it 
all, which is somewhat true, but 
only through a screen.
It’s not only social media that 
pulls our attention from every-
thing beyond the face staring 
back at us in Snapchat. As peo-
ple grow older, they tend to fi nd 
things routine, ordinary. There’s 
no wonder or amazement for 
anything. 
Take fl ying for example: Air-
planes travel at roughly a height 
of  37,000 feet. To place that into 
more of  a local perspective, that’s 
over 61 Space Needles stacked 
on top of  one another. 
But in a fl ight as short as two 
hours, people place their head-
phones in, pull out their comput-
ers and pay $17 for wi-fi  so they 
can stay connected to the world 
they’re fl ying over. We are liter-
ally in the clouds and yet we’re 
worried about our connection to 
Apple’s iCloud.
So rather than focusing on 
likes or what fi lter is going to look 
the best, put your phone away 
and take a minute to look around. 
Have a conversation with some-
one and learn their story. 
The world is changing every 
day. If  you keep your face buried 
in your phone, you’ll miss it. 
SAN JOSE LIBRARY/FLICKR
BY ELIZABETH WEDDLE/CODY DESK
BY MCKENZIE LAKEY/STAFF REPORTER
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BY KAITLYN LANGDALE
Staff Reporter
Throughout history, art has 
taken many forms and been in-
terpreted in many ways. Humans 
have certainly come a long way 
from painting on cave walls with 
squished berries.
“Everyone is incredible and 
anyone can create art. It is a hu-
man heritage, it is primal,” Jason 
Clifton, a local Ellensburg art-
ist, said. “We have been making 
art for ages. It is how we can tell 
history and record our thoughts. 
You don’t have to just be studying 
art. Anyone can pick up a brush 
and paint.”
Today, art is expressed in a va-
riety of  ways. Examples of  great 
public art are featured on cam-
pus walls, and statues and sculp-
tures scattered outdoors add to 
the character and uniqueness of  
Central.
Many students and faculty 
would be surprised to hear the 
time, eff ort and energy that goes 
into the art they see around cam-
pus.
The people behind all the 
planning and upkeep of  Cen-
tral’s art is the University Art 
Collection and Selection Com-
mittee. Gregg Schlanger is the 
chair of  the committee.
This committee is responsible 
for not only maintaining Cen-
tral’s collection, but pieces that 
are part of  the state’s collection.
The art displayed in the 
SURC does not fall under the 
justifi cation of  the school collec-
tion or the state collection. Be-
cause the SURC is student-run 
and owned, it’s the students who 
commission and maintain their 
own art, Schlanger said.
Besides that, every building on 
campus must, by law, designate 
.05 percent of  its budget for art.
Pieces that are commissioned 
as part of  a new building are in-
cluded in the Washington state 
collection, meaning that the gov-
ernment owns those particular 
pieces, said Heather Johnson, 
former committee member and 
Central Gallery manager.
Schlanger said, “The process 
of  picking out an artist to com-
plete a piece for [the new Science 
Phase II building] and all the 
steps required to achieve the fi n-
ished product has taken two and 
a half  years.”
The process of  fi nding an art-
ist to complete the project was a 
complicated one for Schlanger 
and the committee. 
“We begin the process with 
the committee looking through 
countless profi les of  potential 
artists who are interested in mak-
ing a piece of  our new build-
ing,” Schlanger said. “After go-
ing through these profi les, the 
committee then narrowed their 
search to a few specifi c artists.”
The next step was for the se-
lected artists to provide the com-
mittee with a more detailed port-
folio of  their work.
The committee ultimately se-
lected two men from Los Angeles 
to create a design for the building 
after months of  searching, Sch-
langer said. 
The artists were tasked with 
creating a design to be approved 
by the committee.
After the design received ap-
proval, it was sent to both the 
state and the construction com-
pany to insure it can be built and 
all the proper materials can be 
provided for the artists. 
Schlanger couldn’t reveal the 
entire design, but teased at the 
scale of  the piece.
“Extra cement will have to be 
poured into the foundation and 
the ceiling will have to be rein-
forced to support this structure,” 
Schlanger said.
The art will be displayed in 
the lobby of  the building. 
The piece is not the only new 
art to be seen on campus.
On Feb. 18, the art depart-
ment opened a new exhibit in 
Randall Hall, featuring pieces 
by eight retired faculty members 
and a few alumni as well.
This exhibit has a wide vari-
ety of  pieces that include digi-
tal prints, oil pastel, woodwork, 
glasswork and graphic design.
“Even if  you aren’t studying 
art there is still a lot to learn and 
absorb from the art displayed 
here,” Johnson said. 
Schlanger couldn’t agree 
more.
“We are an institution of  edu-
cation, and I believe public art 
serves us in a couple of  ways,” 
Schlanger said. “First off , as we 
know, it is culture, but whether it 
is good or bad, public art helps us 
to think about it and to be criti-
cal. You don’t have to like it. You 
can be critical because at least 
you are thinking of  it and form-
ing your own opinion. That is 
what college is about and that is 
what public art helps us do.”
Schlanger feels that these par-
ticular pieces of  art are especially 
important for Central.
“It is a part of  our back-
ground, since a lot of  these piec-
es are from alumni,” Schlanger 
said.
Studnets said, there’s is not a 
lot of  communication about art 
on campus.
Chris Berg, senior studio arts 
major, said no one really knows 
anything about the art or the art 
scene on campus unless they are 
studying the subject. 
“There isn’t a good sense of  
community on campus. Most 
people don’t know about us or 
what we do. A step in the right 
direction would be everybody 
trying to integrate with each 
other,” Berg said. “Could you 
imagine what someone from the 
physics department could help 
someone make? They can help 
with the mechanics and an artist 
could be free to create. I would 
love to see a piece like that.”
Berg is not the only art stu-
dent with this opinion.
“I think that the art scene re-
ally just stays in the department,” 
Skyler Crady, senior art major, 
said. “No one really knows about 
us here.”
Those in the art department 
hope that more students at Cen-
tral come to appreciate art on 
campus. 
 “I think that art combines ev-
erything in life and creates some-
thing everyone can relate to,” 
Crady said.
Clifton sees art slowly losing 
value to younger generations.
“This generation is losing its 
eye to see the master stroke,” 
Clifton said. “We see the fi nished 
product, not all the decisions that 
go into the art. I hope that people 
could see all the hard work and 
time that is put into a piece.”
A new exhibit just opened up in Randall Hall last Thursday that features the art work of eight retired faculty members, and a few alumni. 
TAYLOR SIMENTAL/OBSERVER
Public art on  campus can not only be seen outside, most 
of it can be found inside di erent buildings
Art on campus
Gallery Hours
Emeritus Faculty 
and Alumni Exhibit
Monday - Friday 
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Saturday - Sunday
 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
PHOTOS BY JONATHAN GLOVER/OBSERVER
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Voices sing out at Open Mic Night
BY MCKENZIE LAKEY
Staff Reporter
Every other Thursday, stu-
dents and community mem-
bers gather in the SURC Pit to 
showcase local talent in Central’s 
Open Mic Night. It’s a tradition 
that’s been going strong for over 
six years. 
It’s routine—most students 
know the dates by heart—but it’s 
also highly anticipated. 
The paid performers that are 
scheduled months in advance 
tend to do well in the same lo-
cation. Their turnout, however, 
rarely comes close to the size of  
this bi-monthly event. 
The performers have diverse 
stories and backgrounds that they 
share onstage, along with their 
experiences and personal views. 
It’s uncensored and impromptu. 
It’s unique. It’s tradition.
The excitement buzzes 
through the entire SURC Pit, 
which is overfl owing with artists 
and audience members. They 
started arriving over two hours 
ago and are already on the edge 
of  their seats. They’re also on the 
edge of  the stairs, the edge of  the 
tables and the edge of  the room. 
It’s standing room only.  
The moment arrives and per-
former after performer grace the 
stage.
An emphatic rapper’s lyrics 
earns cheers and shouts from the 
audience.
A spoken word poet ignites 
the room with his comedic fl uc-
tuations, but ends with an emo-
tional cry for redemption.
The room swells as each new 
performer crosses the stage. Ev-
eryone in the room seems to be 
holding their breath in anticipa-
tion. Each time, the room gradu-
ally exhales with relief. 
Everyone has passed the un-
spoken test.
So far.
Electric crowd
The fi rst performer of  the 
night, still buzzing from his per-
formance earlier that evening, 
scans the room and smiles as he 
spots someone he recognizes. 
The grin consumes his face as he 
walks over to his friend and grabs 
him by the shoulder.
“When are you guys going to 
perform?” the performer asks his 
friend. 
He nearly has to shout to be 
heard over feedback from the 
speakers. His friend shakes his 
head and chuckles at the com-
ment. 
“Maybe the next one,” he re-
plies.
The sound of  cellphone cam-
era shutters and laughter runs 
together. Words become harder 
to decipher as the excitement of  
the room increases with each act.
Groups around the room re-
view the sets that have fi nished 
for the night. 
“I’ve never heard that song 
before, but she was good,” says a 
girl sitting on the top stair at the 
back of  the Pit. 
“That was very…interesting,” 
says a guy with his arm dangling 
from one of  the couches.
If  there’s any blatant criti-
cism over a single performer, it’s 
not going to see the light of  day 
in this room. There are a few 
cringes here and there, a couple 
sideways glances passed between 
friends, but nothing derogatory is 
said out-loud. 
The event has an unspoken 
rule: support the performers, no 
matter how odd or off -key the 
performances may be. 
The rush
“Coming up next is a newbie 
to the Open Mic Night stage,” 
says the announcer.
Cell phones are slipped back 
in pockets and eyes are raised 
once again to the stage. The au-
dience is ready. 
“Everybody give a warm wel-
come to Hollie Caskey,” the an-
nouncer’s voice echoes through 
the room.
Applause is automatic as all 
eyes scan in search of  the face 
that goes along with the name. 
A woman wearing Romeos and 
frayed blue jeans shuffl  es around 
the crowd before stepping onto 
the stage.
Black hair juts out from the 
navy beanie clinging to her head, 
bouncing with each step. Settling 
on the barstool at the front of  the 
room, she swings her acoustic 
guitar onto her lap and adjusts 
the microphone.  
After straightening out the 
capo clamped on her guitar, she 
turns her attention back to the 
strings. Strumming once, twice, 
three times; she’s fi nally ready.
Caskey announces that she’ll 
be covering a song by The Kill-
ers. With eyes closed, she begins 
strumming the chords to “Mr. 
Brightside.” 
The performance is stripped 
down to nothing more than 
rhythm guitar. The tempo is 
slower than the original, and her 
voice carries a heavier tone than 
The Killers’ version. It’s nothing 
like the original, but the crowd 
starts getting into it.
Shoes around the room are 
moving in various tempos. Some 
are intentional replications of  the 
beat while others are probably 
unaware that they’re even doing 
it. But one way or another, the 
music is reaching them. 
Caskey wraps up the song and 
looks up at the audience. After 
nearly two hours of  performanc-
es, the crowd still knows how to 
give a rousing ovation. 
She smiles quickly before fi x-
ing her attention at the back of  
the room. Leaning into the mi-
crophone, she thanks the audi-
ence and then transitions into 
her original song, “Moving For-
ward.”
All nerves have settled after 
her opener, and the personal con-
nection in her lyrics ring through 
her steady voice. 
Between the lines
“It’s actually about her,” Cas-
key says as she points to her part-
ner across the table after Open 
Mic Night has come to a close. 
“Actually, she’s my fi ancé.”
The term is still new for the 
two of  them. They’ve only been 
engaged for four days.
At the sudden shift in focus, 
her fi ancé, Sky Corby, smiles at 
her and shrugs as she claims the 
inspiration for the lyrics. 
Long after the performance 
is over, Caskey’s words about her 
fi ancé still seem to hang in the 
room.
“It’s always nerve-wracking 
playing to a new crowd,” says 
Caskey. “I enjoy the rush of  play-
ing onstage in front of  people 
and the satisfaction after I fi nish 
the song and hearing everyone 
applaud.”
Though the night may be 
over, the rush of  the crowd will 
linger for the next several days. 
Some will continue practicing 
their rapping in the dining areas, 
surrounded by friends. 
Others will test out the acous-
tics in the courtyard near their 
dorms. 
Everyone will keep the buzz 
alive for as long as they can, wait-
ing for the next gathering.
“I’ve been performing at 
Open Mic Night for almost four 
years,” says one performer. “Just 
watching this grow from a few 
people to this…It’s incredible.”
Performers at Open Mic Night are very diverse from one another and bring a different aspect to the stage.
BRITTANY ALLEN/OBSERVER
Up to $22,500 for your degree in STEM or health care 
Through a unique, public-private partnership, Washington is helping to grow a 
skilled, homegrown workforce that will foster innovation, drive our economy and 
fuel a brighter future for Washington state. 
 Recipients earn up to $22,500 in scholarship funding 
 59% of Scholars are first-generation college students 
 Over 1,400 new applicants to be selected this year! 
 
Apply now!  
Deadline to apply is February 29, 2016. 
 
Visit our website for more information, including eligibility  
and tools to help promote WSOS at your site. 
  
   
 
 
   
Learn more at waopportunityscholarship.org. 
 
WSOS is made possible through major funding by founding partners Microsoft 
& Boeing with matching contributions by the State of Washington. 
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Wednesday
Steak Night
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Holmes Dining Room
Central Comfort Station
Steak: $5
Combo Plate: $8
Cheer or boo: Which do you choose?
BY HOLLY CHESTER
Staff Reporter
As Black History Month 
comes to an end, Central will 
continue the tradition of  paying 
homage to a historical television 
program, “It’s Showtime at the 
Apollo Theater.”
“Showtime at the Apollo” 
aired its fi rst episode in 1987 and 
has since become a widely fa-
mous program and cultural phe-
nomena. 
Central’s Black Student 
Union (BSU) hosts “Showtime at 
Central” as a tribute to the popu-
lar show.
Evelyn Briscoe, senior law and 
justice and sociology major and 
president of  the BSU, is the tal-
ent scout for the show. 
Briscoe said her job is to look 
for students who might perform 
in the show this year and spread 
the word about the $300 fi rst 
prize.
Briscoe is hoping to share 
Showtime’s historical signifi -
cance with Central. 
“It was for people of  color 
who didn’t really have the oppor-
tunity to showcase their talent 
to people that didn’t really want 
to listen,” Briscoe said. “It gave 
them the opportunity to kind 
of  rise and become something, 
if  they really did have a talent. 
Whether it was singing or danc-
ing or anything like that, it was 
just very important for them to 
have that opportunity.”
This show is diff erent from 
other talent showcases because, 
as each performer takes the 
stage, the audience is invited to 
interact with the performers by 
either cheering them on or boo-
ing them.
Participants will have only a 
short moment to win over the 
audience. 
“It’s not supposed to make 
people feel like they have no tal-
ent or they can’t perform… It’s 
not for booing. It’s for giving that 
person a chance to really blow 
your socks off  in the fi rst 30 sec-
onds and perform,” Briscoe said. 
“We really want to give students 
and community members the 
opportunity to show people what 
they can do. That’s what we re-
ally want for people to know this 
year, along with the historical 
and cultural aspect of  the show.”
Randy Campbell, freshman 
undecided, is a singer and song-
writer who has played guitar for 
more than seven years. 
Campbell is a member of  a 
newly formed band called “Dire 
Fire.”
Campbell said he believes an 
event like this one is a great way 
to introduce himself  to a new au-
dience at Central. 
“I heard about it at open 
mic night,” Campbell said. “I 
take any opportunity I have 
to be involved with something 
that involves music and get my 
name out there. Perform, get on 
a stage… promote my band for 
when we come out here so we 
can get a lot of  people out to the 
show, I mean basically all that 
aside, it’s another chance to go 
play.”   
Some students, such as Jacob 
Scott, sophomore clinical physi-
ology major, are new to perform-
ing in front of  larger audiences.
Scott has been writing lyrics 
since he was 11 years old, but 
only recently started performing 
in front of  an audience. 
“The fi rst time I did open mic 
it was really, really scary. Like I 
was sweating before I even got up 
there,” Scott said. 
“I’m used to performing in 
front of  people who are my age, 
but the amount of  people that 
are going to be at this show com-
pared to being in the SURC pit 
is a drastic diff erence. I think 
that my nerves come from the 
amount of  people more so than 
them being my peers.” 
Scott was asked to audition for 
the show at an open mic night.
“I went to an open mic, I had 
performed at them a couple of  
times.  Evelyn came up to me af-
terwards and was like, ‘hey, we’re 
doing this show, I think really you 
should do it.’” Scott said. 
“I was pretty iff y at fi rst… 
these people will boo you if  they 
don’t like what you’re wearing, 
much less if  you’re not good. I 
just decided screw it, I’m going 
to take a shot and do it.” 
Showtime
When: Saturday 
Feb. 27
Where: SURC 
Theatre
Time:8 p.m.
Cost: Free
GRAPHIC BY GRACE LINDSLEY/OBSERVER
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BY MITCHELL JOHNSON
Staf Reporter
If  there was an emoji that 
described the Central softball 
team’s fi rst 11 games, it would be 
fi re. 
The Wildcats have won 10 of  
their fi rst 11 games and are in the 
middle of  an eight-game winning 
streak. No team in the GNAC 
has matched Central’s start.
The hot start has been keyed 
by some early heroics. 
In a game against Notre 
Dame de Namur University, the 
Wildcats were down 2-1 with one 
out remaining in the seventh in-
ning. 
But junior shortstop Taylor 
Ferleman tied up the game with 
an RBI single, then senior Brielle 
Copodonna hit a grand slam to 
give them a 6-2 lead and the win. 
“One thing we always talked 
about is being excellent,” head 
coach Mike Larabee said. “Right 
now, after a couple weeks in the 
GNAC, we’re number one [in] 
pitching, we’re number one [in] 
defense, and number two behind 
Saint Martin’s in hitting. So we’re 
basically hitting on all cylinders 
right now.”
During a six-win road trip to 
California, Ferleman was named 
GNAC Player of  the Week. That 
week, she hit .480 with seven 
RBIs.
“It never happened before, so 
it caught me by surprise. I wasn’t 
really ready for it, but it’s an hon-
or and a lot of  people deserve it,” 
Ferleman said. “They just hap-
pen to pick me this week.”
Ferleman put up some im-
pressive numbers last season, but 
only played in 16 games after a 
broken wrist prematurely ended 
her season.
In the two weekends the Wild-
cats have played, junior pitcher 
Kianna Wood has won GNAC 
Pitcher of  the Week.
“It’s a pretty good confi dence 
booster for the season,” Wood 
said. 
Wood has a 1.45 ERA, third 
in the GNAC, and a 6-0 record 
overall, which ties her win total 
from all of  last season.
Wood has succeeded in keep-
ing the ball out of  the middle of  
the plate. Larabee liked her loca-
tion with the ball and has attrib-
uted her success to this.
Copodonna, Central’s oth-
er starting pitcher, posted a 
2.14 ERA, good for fi fth in the 
GNAC, with a 4-1 record.
“The biggest thing for our 
pitchers is they’re not walking a 
lot of  hitters, they’re really locat-
ing well,” Larabee said.
Larabee will continue al-
ternating between Wood and 
Copodonna in double-headers. 
If  one of  the pitchers gets in 
trouble, he’ll bring in the other to 
relieve them. 
On days Copodonna does not 
pitch, Larabee has her play as 
the designated player (DP), so she 
can stay in the lineup off ensively 
where she is hitting .296, with 
two home runs and eight RBIs.
Larabee calls Copodonna 
“lightning in a bottle.” He thinks 
the fi ve-spot in the lineup is a 
good spot for her.
“I said, ‘Hey, is it going to tire 
you out hitting?’ And she goes, 
‘Coach I’ve been doing it all my 
life,’” Larabee said.
The strategy behind 
Copodonna being in the DP spot 
is so she can replace Wood as the 
pitcher, and Wood could still re-
enter one more time.  
Larabee said he felt that lead-
off  hitter Sammy Morris was hit-
ting a lot of  lazy fl y balls to left 
fi eld, so he dropped her down to 
the nine hole for three games to 
send Morris a message.
After he brought her back up 
to leadoff , she went fi ve-for-fi ve, 
tying a school record.
“She’s gotta get on top of  
the ball and hit the ball on the 
ground hard or hit line drives,” 
Larabee said. “Those lazy fl y 
balls aren’t going to do anything 
for us.”
Ferleman likes the heart, con-
fi dence and no-quit attitude the 
team has.
“Our fi rst two weeks have 
been phenomenal, hopefully we 
can keep it going,” Ferleman 
said. “We have something special 
for sure.”
SPORTS 
Editor// Zac Hereth cwuobserversports@gmail.com
Softball chalks up record start
Central’s softball team warms up before a practice. Their 10-1 start is the team’s best in over a decade.
CHASE TIBBLES/OBSERVER
Fighting for position
BY AUSTIN BENNETT
Assistant Sports Editor 
Central’s men’s basketball 
team is ready to snatch the sec-
ond-place spot in the GNAC 
with two games remaining in its 
2015-16 season.
The Wildcats will have to win 
against both Alaska schools this 
week to place second. 
Central has won fi ve out of  
its last six games, increasing its 
chances for a fi rst-round bye in 
the GNAC tournament. 
Senior guard Joey Roppo 
credits the team’s late-season suc-
cess to coming together and play-
ing cohesively. 
“I think after that loss to Saint 
Martin’s—which is a team we 
should have beat—we came to-
gether and realized we gotta start 
winning or we’re not gonna be 
where we want to be at the end 
of  the season,” Roppo said. 
The Wildcats played both 
University of  Alaska Anchor-
age (UAA) and the University of  
Alaska (UA) in the fi rst week of  
December.
Central took a beating by 
UAA in an embarrassing 65-93 
loss. Its game against UA went 
better, but not as planned as they 
lost 71-82.
Central has played 17 games 
since its losses against the Alaska 
schools, giving them more than 
enough time to get better as a 
unit.
“We are a completely dif-
ferent team,” head coach Greg 
Sparling said. “I mean it’s not 
even close. I know our defense 
has improved and our off ense has 
greatly improved.” 
All three schools are fi ghting 
for a position in the GNAC and 
to better their rating percentage 
index (RPI) for the national tour-
nament.
Currently, Central sits tied 
for third at 12-6 with Seattle Pa-
cifi c University, and both Alaska 
schools are tied for second at 13-
5. 
Central has the advantage of  
being able to play at home, but 
both teams have a winning re-
cord away from home. UAA is 
6-2 and UA is 5-2 on the road. 
Getting the second seed in the 
GNAC would bode well for Cen-
tral’s basketball program. They 
have made the tournament three 
times in the past four years. 
“If  we just stay focused, we 
will be able to do it,” junior 
guard Terry Dawn said. 
The Wildcats did not shoot 
the three well against both Alas-
ka schools in their fi rst meeting. 
They collectively shot 27.7 per-
cent from beyond the arc. Cen-
tral also had a combined total of  
96 turnovers.
Roppo wants to do everything 
in his power to help his team get 
these last two wins of  the season. 
“These are obviously two big 
games for us,” Roppo said. “I’m 
just gonna work hard, make sure 
my shot feels good and play good 
defense.” 
Central’s fi rst opponent this 
week will be UA on Thursday. Its 
fi nal game of  the season will be 
on Saturday against UAA.
“Coming down the stretch, 
there are a lot of  teams with the 
same record,” redshirt freshman 
Naim Ladd said. “We’re just try-
ing to buy in and hopefully we 
can get these last two wins, so we 
can get a higher ranking in the 
tournament.”
Second place in the GNAC on the line as Central 
battles it out with Alaska schools
Joseph Stroud at the line, where he is shooting 59.4 percent this year.
JOHN WHITTLESLEY/OBSERVER
Game 
Times
When: Today 
7 p.m. & Saturday 
7:30 p.m. 
Where: Nicholson 
Pavilion
Who: University of 
Alaska (Thursday) 
& University of 
Alaska Anchorage 
(Saturday)
Second place will 
get a fi rst-round 
bye in GNAC 
tournament
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BY NATHAN BREWSTER
Staff Reporter
When Central’s women’s 
basketball team breaks from the 
huddle, a young woman with her 
dark hair tied up in a bun emerg-
es from the group. 
Jasmin Edwards, starting 
point guard for the Wildcats, 
isn’t an imposing figure when she 
walks out, but her stride shows a 
confidence that she carries both 
on the court and in life.
That confidence, along with 
her determination and work eth-
ic, has earned Edwards the nick-
name “Mighty Mouse.”
Edwards, a sophomore clini-
cal physiology major, has been 
passionate for basketball ever 
since she was little. She even 
commits most of  her spare time 
to practice.
“I just like trying to catch up 
and rest,” Edwards said. 
It’s that work ethic that earned 
Edwards the GNAC Freshman 
of  the Year title after having a 
solid year with 13 points and 4.7 
assists per game.  
She has kept that consistency 
this year and continues to be a 
major influence on the team. Her 
game has helped raise her team-
mates’ level of  play. 
This season, she is averag-
ing 11 points and 5.3 assists per 
game. 
“She is always even keeled,” 
head coach Jeff Harada said. 
“She doesn’t show stress.”
Edwards is known for keeping 
up superstitions while the team is 
on a winning streak, like always 
doing her hair the same way.
Edwards’ love of  basketball 
started with her family. She was 
introduced to the game by her 
siblings.    
“It was just in my whole fam-
ily,” Edwards said. “I grew up in 
a sports family.”
Everett Edwards, her father, 
was a big reason she started play-
ing from a very young age. 
She “probably started in first 
grade, kindergarten,” Everett 
Edwards said. “She played at the 
Alderwood Boys and Girls Club 
and having her other siblings like 
her older brother, Anthony, play-
ing certainly helped, too.” 
Everett Edwards would later 
coach Jasmin Edwards and her 
sister at Lynwood High School. 
“Jasmin is a coach’s dream 
because she is smart and knowl-
edgeable,” Everett Edwards said. 
“It was a great situation for me 
because she deserved to be there 
on the court, which made it easy.” 
Harada views her as an essen-
tial piece of  the team’s transfor-
mation.
“On the court, she’s one of  
those quiet leaders,” Harada 
said. “She doesn’t say a lot, but 
her actions have been speaking 
louder than her words.” 
As Jasmin Edwards was 
choosing between schools, it was 
the team that ultimately won her 
over and brought her to Kittitas 
County. 
“I felt really welcomed,” Jas-
min Edwards said. “Especially 
early on, I felt really supported.” 
Jasmin Edwards believes the 
team has grown over the last year 
and feels that their growth has 
developed just by playing more 
games together. 
Life isn’t just basketball for 
Jasmin Edwards; she continues 
to have aspirations off the court 
as well. 
This year, she was chosen for 
the GNAC All-Academic Team.
“I just want to take my experi-
ences and take the lessons older 
players have given me and help 
others,” Jasmin Edwards said. 
Jasmin Edwards’ father also 
believes that his daughter has the 
mentality and attitude for her to 
succeed in life both on and off the 
court. 
“I’m proud just of  her over-
all,” Everett Edwards said. She’s 
“an all-around kind person. She 
is a great leader, and I couldn’t be 
more proud.” 
Harada thinks highly of  Jas-
min Edwards as both an athlete 
and human being.
“Her biggest attribute is her 
competitive spirit,” Harada said. 
“She’s willing to sacrifice her 
body... She has a punch to her. 
She’s confident, quiet, but really 
cares about her teammates.” 
Central’s ‘Mighty Mouse’
Five things for the Seahawks to do this offseason 
The Seahawks have some big 
decisions to make this offseason, 
when 19 of  their players will be-
come unrestricted free agents. 
Here are the five things Seat-
tle needs to do this offseason:
Upgrade the offensive 
line
This one is obvious. Seattle’s 
offensive line this year was, quite 
frankly, offensive.
The Seahawks allowed 46 
sacks this past season, tying 
them for sixth worst in the NFL. 
They did that while attempting 
the fifth least amount of  passes, 
which was good for a sack about 
every 11 pass attempts.
To add to those terrible num-
bers, Seattle’s two best offen-
sive linemen, left tackle Russell 
Okung and guard J.R. Sweezy, 
will be free agents this offseason.
Okung will be too expensive 
to re-sign, but hopefully they can 
bring Sweezy back.
Seattle needs to focus on its of-
fensive line in the first round, no 
doubt, and then bring in some 
veterans to add depth.
There are plenty of  offensive 
linemen on the market whom the 
Seahawks could bring in on a-low 
cost, one-year deal to help boost 
the weakest part of  the team.
Sign Joique Bell
I know the name isn’t sexy, 
but the Hawks won’t have a lot 
of  money this offseason and need 
to find a reliable third-down back 
that can take some carries away 
from Thomas Rawls while he’s 
working back from his ankle in-
jury.
His 3.5 yards per carry in De-
troit last year was pretty bad, but 
the Lions’ offense hasn’t proven 
to be the best for running backs 
to put up big numbers and their 
offensive line rivaled the inepti-
tude of  Seattle’s.
Bell has soft hands. He is a 
decent pass blocker and he is a 
power back who could be used in 
goal-line situations as a halfback 
or fullback.
Re-sign Jeremy Lane
Lane had a rather quiet 2015 
season after missing the majority 
of  it recovering from a broken 
wrist and torn ACL, which he 
suffered during an interception 
in last year’s Super Bowl.
It took him a little bit of  time 
to get back to game speed, but he 
improved steadily as the season 
went on.
We’ve seen before that bring-
ing a veteran corner in probably 
isn’t the answer.
Cary Williams was god-awful. 
And when they signed Antoine 
Winfield a few years ago, many 
viewed it as a great signing. He 
ended up being cut in the pre-
season.
Seattle needs to retain one of  
its young corners who has grown 
up in the system, and they can 
do so with Lane at a reasonable 
price.
Find another one-year fill 
at defensive tackle
Kevin Williams and Ahtyba 
Rubin are the perfect example 
of  what Seattle needs to keep do-
ing in the middle of  its defensive 
line: Sign a quality veteran to 
play alongside someone who has 
grown up in the system.
Brandon Mebane may be 
gone, but I’d expect Jordan Hill 
to have a bounce-back year after 
dealing with injuries for most of  
2015.
A familiar face may be the an-
swer. Williams Red Bryant and 
Tony McDaniel are all going to 
be free agents this offseason.
The name that intrigues me 
most on the list of  free-agent 
defensive tackles is Terrance 
Knighton. At 6-foot-3 and 354 
pounds, he would be perfect to 
clog up holes on the interior line. 
Seattle would have to hope he 
is willing to sign for a little less 
than the $6 million he made last 
season with the Washington Red-
skins.
Let Bruce Irvin go
This has been a debate I’ve 
had with myself  since the middle 
of  the season.
I love the idea of  having Ir-
vin lined up at defensive end and 
switching Michael Bennett to de-
fensive tackle on passing downs.
Irvin’s size and athleticism 
makes him a guy who can line up 
all over the field. He also has the 
ability to make big plays, but he’s 
just not consistent.
Twenty-two sacks over four 
years just isn’t quite enough.
He said that he would sign for 
less to stay in Seattle, but there 
are other places—the offen-
sive line—where the Seahawks 
should use that money.
BY Zac Hereth/Sports Editor
Sophomore guard Jasmin Edwards, Central’s leader in scoring and assists, sets up for a jumper against Western Washington Universtiy.
BRITTANY ALLEN/OBSERVER
Quarterback Russell Wilson jogs off the field in a road game.
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Student-led news team dedicated to 
sharing stories  that  impact  
Kittitas County.
If you’ve ever dreamed of pursuing a career 
in Broadcast Journalism, please talk to 
Professor Terri Reddout about how you 
can get involved in NewsWatch. 
COM 442
NEWSWATCH
$15-Adult (18-64) 
$12-Senior (65+) 
$12-Non-CWU Student 
$8-CWU Student w/ID 
March 3-5 and 10-12 @7:30PM
March 13th @ 2:00PM
McConnell Auditorium
Tickets available online at www.cwu.edu/theatre/tickets 
by phone at (509) 963-1429 in person at the CWU Wildcat Shop
AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. For accommodation: DS@cwu.edu Memorandum, The (Wilson. Trans.) is presented by special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.
BY ZAC HERETH
Sports Editor
The Wildcats’ baseball team 
took home two victories on the 
back half  of  a two-day, four-
game series against Corban Uni-
versity last weekend.
The wins have provided the 
team some momentum heading 
into their last series before con-
ference play. 
Central, now with a record 
of  2-3, travels south to face the 
Academy of  Art in San Francisco 
this weekend for three games. 
Sophomore outfi elder Jimmy 
Smith said getting those last few 
wins was key for the team.
“We’re just trying to set the 
tempo for the season and trying 
to get on track and progress as a 
team so we can be successful in 
the future,” Smith said.
Senior pitcher Jake Levin 
helped Central get its fi rst win 
after giving up just one run in 6 
innings, striking out three pitch-
ers. The win was Levin’s fi rst as 
a Wildcat.
“Really good start,” pitching 
coach Kyle Swannack said. “He 
threw all his pitches for strikes 
early...He has a very good de-
meanor out there on the mound, 
so I’m looking forward to seeing 
him start again.”
This is Swannack’s fi rst year 
as a pitching coach at Central. 
He previously coached at Taco-
ma Community College and the 
Medicine Hat Mavericks. 
Swannack was also a gradu-
ate assistant at Washington State 
University, where he played in 
college. 
He’s excited about the staff 
and coaches he gets to work with.
“I really like the guys we have 
on the [pitching] staff  and the 
coaches we have to work with,” 
Swannack said. “Every single 
one of  [our players] are here for 
a reason. I just want to get the 
full potential out off  all of  these 
guys.”
Head coach Desi Storey has 
confi dence that Swannack is the 
right man to guide Central’s staff .
“Kyle’s a good baseball guy… 
He’s got a good background and 
came from a good program,” 
Storey said. “Aside from the fact 
that he is knowledgeable, he has 
a really good demeanor with the 
guys.” 
Storey has also been happy 
with the pitching staff  all season, 
but said the off ense needs to be 
more consistent for Central to 
compete day-in and day-out.
He said the off ense showed 
some positive signs in the last 
game.
“We weren’t fi ring on all cyl-
inders, but the team hit well one 
through nine,” Storey said. 
Defensively, the team is break-
ing in a new shortstop. Sopho-
more Christopher Dalto will help 
anchor an infi eld that was last in 
the GNAC in 2015.
“Overall, I got along pretty 
well with the team. I gelled in 
pretty nice,” Dalto said. “It’s a 
big deal to get involved and take 
charge.”
If  Central can sweep their 
series this weekend, they will be 
enter GNAC play above .500.
Wildcats looks for bats to heat up in Cali
A Central pitcher gets loose as the team prepares for an intrasquad scrimmage.
JORDAN CAMERON/OBSERVER
Tale of Two Days
Saturday
Runs: 3
Hits: 11
XBH: 3
Runs Allowed: 9
Sunday
Runs: 10
Hits: 19
XBH: 5
Runs Allowed: 5
The ASCWU Student Government 
board has asked President Ryan 
Anderson to resign. When he 
declined Monday, the board held 
a vote of no confidence in his 
abilities as president, which 
passsed 5-0. Now, a lengthy pro-
cess of a recall election will begin 
as the board continues to pursue 
removing Anderson from office.
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